
City of Clay, Alabama 
Board of Zoning Adjustments Meeting Agenda 
City Hall Meeting Room - 2441 Old Springville Road 
August 10, 2026 @ 6:00 PM 

As a matter of convenience, members of the public are invited to listen and observe in 
public meetings by YouTube video. Presenters and others interested in a particular 
matter for discussion are encouraged to attend the meeting in-person. The City is not 
responsible for technical issues that may occur that interfere with the video. The City 
Council, at its sole discretion, may proceed with its in-person business meeting 
regardless of whether virtual attendees can hear and/or observe the proceedings.  

 
 
Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Minutes 

1. Minutes from May 11, 2026 

2. Minutes from July 13, 2026 

New Business 

1. 
a. A2026-05-01 – A request by Valor Communities, applicant and owner, to 

reduce the front setback to twenty (20) feet in lieu of the required thirty-five 
(35) feet in the RM – Residential Medium District at: 

 
 
Lot Number    Address    Parcel ID 
57    6270 STEEPLE CHASE CV    12 00 02 2 000 064.000 
56    6266 STEEPLE CHASE CV    12 00 02 2 000 063.000 
55    6262 STEEPLE CHASE CV    12 00 02 2 000 062.000 
54    6258 STEEPLE CHASE CV    12 00 02 2 000 061.000 
53    6254 STEEPLE CHASE CV    12 00 02 2 000 060.000 
52    6250 STEEPLE CHASE CV    12 00 02 2 000 059.000 
51    6255 STEEPLE CHASE CV    12 00 02 2 000 058.000 
50    6267 STEEPLE CHASE CV    12 00 02 2 000 057.000 
39    6334 STEEPLE CHASE TRL    12 00 02 2 000 046.000 
19 6380 CAMBRIDGE RD 12 00 02 2 000 030.000 
21 6390 CAMBRIDGE RD 12 00 02 2 000 032.000 
16 6385 CAMBRIDGE RD 12 00 02 2 000 027.000 

Public Comments 

Adjournment 

  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for Council 
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https://www.youtube.com/@CityofClayAlabama


meetings should notify the City Clerk’s Office at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 205-680-1223. 
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City of Clay, Alabama 
Board of Zoning Adjustments Minutes 
City Hall Meeting Room – 2441 Old Springville Road 
May 11, 2026 
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Board of Zoning Adjustments Minutes 

May 11, 2026 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

City Clerk Toushi Arbitelle called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL / INVOCATION / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT 

Board Member Place 1 – Kent Jones  
Board Member Place 3 – Patrick Mitchell  
Board Member Place 4 – Eric Lemaster 
Board Member Place 5 – Maureen Thompson 
Supernumerary Place 1 – Caroline Ellis 
Supernumerary Place 2 – James Vining 

ABSENT 

Board Member Place 2 – Josh Self 
 

APPROVE MEETING AGENDA 

Motion to approve May 11, 2026, Meeting Agenda, made by Board member Thompson, Seconded by Board member 
Mitchell. Voting Yea: Board member Jones, Board member Mitchell, Board member Lemaster, Board member 
Thompson, and Supernumerary Vining. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Motion to nominate Patrick Mitchell as Chairman, made by Board member Thompson, Seconded by Board member 
Lemaster. Voting Nay: Board member Jones, Board member Mitchell, Board member Lemaster, Supernumerary Vining. 
Voting Yea: Board member Thompson. 
 
Motion to nominate Maureen Thompson as Chairman, made by Board member Mitchell, Seconded by Board member 
Jones. Voting Yea: Board member Jones, Board member Mitchell, Board member Lemaster, Supernumerary Vining. 
Voting Nay: Board member Thompson. 
 
Motion to nominate Patrick Mitchell as Vice-Chairman, made by Board member Thompson, Seconded by Board 
member Lemaster. Voting Yea: Board member Jones, Board member Mitchell, Board member Lemaster, Board 
member Thompson and Supernumerary Vining. 
 
Motion to nominate James Vining as Secretary, made by Board member Jones. Supernumerary Vining cannot serve as 
an officer. 
 
Motion to nominate Josh Self as Secretary, made by Board member Lemaster, Seconded by Board member Jones. 
Voting Yea: Board member Jones, Board member Mitchell, Board member Lemaster, Board member Thompson and 
Supernumerary Vining. 
 
Ms. Arbitelle passed the gavel to Chairman Thompson. 

 
APPROVE MEETING SCHEDULE 
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Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

May 11, 2026 

Motion to accept Resolution 2025-69 (2026 Board of Zoning Adjustments meeting calendar), made by Board member 
Lemaster, Seconded by Board member Jones. Voting Yea: Board member Jones, Board member Mitchell, Board 
member Lemaster, Board member Thompson and Supernumerary Vining. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

A2026-05-01: A request by Valor Communities, applicant and owner, to reduce the front setback to twenty (20) 
feet in lieu of the required thirty-five (35) feet in the RM (Residential Medium) District at:  

6270 Steeple Chase Cove 12 00 02 2 000 064.000 

6266 Steeple Chase Cove 12 00 02 2 000 063.000 

6262 Steeple Chase Cove 12 00 02 2 000 062.000 

6258 Steeple Chase Cove 12 00 02 2 000 061.000 

6254 Steeple Chase Cove 12 00 02 2 000 060.000 

6250 Steeple Chase Cove 12 00 02 2 000 059.000 

6255 Steeple Chase Cove 12 00 02 2 000 058.000 

6267 Steeple Chase Cove 12 00 02 2 000 057.000 

6334 Steeple Chase Trail 12 00 02 2 000 046.000 

6380 Cambridge Road 12 00 02 2 000 030.000 

6390 Cambridge Road 12 00 02 2 000 032.000 

6385 Cambridge Road 12 00 02 2 000 027.000 

6409 Cambridge Road 12 00 02 2 000 021.000 

6417 Cambridge Road 09 00 35 3 000 217.000 

6330 Steeple Chase Lane 09 00 35 3 000 224.000 

 

Mr. Matthew Deason, representing the applicant, presented the case to the Board. 

The discussion from the Board included: the topography of the above listed lots, 3-sided brick, HOA membership, 
driveways and parking with shorter driveways with capability to fit two (2) cars and first responder access.  
 
Chairman Thompson opened the floor for public comment. Those in opposition included: 
Mr. Bobby Thomas, 6418 Cambridge Road; Mr. Shane Busby & Ms. Necia Matthews, 6413 Cambridge Road; and Mr. 
Adam Butler, 6354 Steeple Chase Trail. 
 
Motion to deny A2026-05-01, made by Board member Lemaster, Seconded by Board member Vining. Voting Yea: 
Board member Jones, Board member Mitchell, Board member Lemaster, Board member Thompson and 
Supernumerary Vining. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Copies of Board of Zoning Adjustment Bylaws and CAPZO (Certified Alabama Planning & Zoning Official) 
 certification training calendar were distributed to the Board members.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn, made by Board member Lemaster, Seconded by Board member Vining. Voting Yea: Board member 
Jones, Board member Mitchell, Board member Lemaster, Board member Thompson and Supernumerary Vining. 

 
        Attest: 
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Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

May 11, 2026 

____________________________________   ____________________________________ 

Maureen Thompson, Chairman     Josh Self, Secretary 
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City of Clay, Alabama 
Board of Zoning Adjustments Meeting Minutes 
City Hall Meeting Room - 2441 Old Springville Road 
July 13, 2026 @ 6:00 PM 

 
 
Call to Order 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Roll Call 
PRESENT  
Board Member Place 1 – Kent Jones   
Board Member Place 3 – Patrick Mitchell   
Board Member Place 4 – Eric Lemaster 
Board Member Place 5 – Maureen Thompson, Chair 
Supernumerary Place 1 – Caroline Ellis 
 
ABSENT  
Board Member Place 2 – Josh Self 
Supernumerary Place 2 – James Vining  
 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion to Approve the Meeting Agenda, made by Board member Lemaster, Seconded by 
Board member Mitchell. Voting Yea: Board member Jones, Board member Mitchell, Board 
member Lemaster, Board member Thompson, and Supernumerary Ellis. Motion Passes. 

Review of Board Responsibilities 

Adoption of Meeting Schedule 

Approval of Minutes 
Previous minutes were not presented for approval. 

New Business 

1. A2026-06-01 - An application by Augusta D. Woods, Applicant and Owner, to allow a 
privacy fence in a secondary front yard at 5701 Marchester Cir, Pinson, AL 35126, TPID: 
1200033000026.000, Georgebrook Phase 1, Zoned: RM – Residential Medium Density 
 
Motion for discussion, made by Board member Lemaster, Seconded by Supernumerary 
Ellis. 
 
Motion to Approve with a 10-foot setback, made by Board member Lemaster, Seconded 
by Board member Mitchell. Voting Yea: Board member Jones, Board member Mitchell, 
Board member Lemaster, Board member Thompson, and Supernumerary Ellis. Motion 
Passes. 
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2. A2026-07-01 - A request by Valor Communities to waive the six (6) month resubmittal 
prohibition against rehearing a case as per Section 1804.01 "Time Limit" of the zoning 
regulations concerning certain properties previously denied in a variance case A2026-03-
01. 
Motion for discussion, made by Board member Lemaster, Seconded by Supernunmary 
Ellis. 
 
Motion to Approve the 6-month waiver, made by Board member Mitchell, Seconded by 
Supernumerary Ellis. Voting Yea: Board member Jones, Board member Mitchell, Board 
member Lemaster, Board member Thompson, and Supernumerary Ellis. Motion Passes. 

Public Comments 
There was none. 

Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn, made by Board member Lemaster, Seconded by Board member Mitchell. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m. 
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Lot Number Address Parcel ID

57 6270 STEEPLE CHASE CV 12 00 02 2 000 064.000  

56 6266 STEEPLE CHASE CV 12 00 02 2 000 063.000 

55 6262 STEEPLE CHASE CV 12 00 02 2 000 062.000

54 6258 STEEPLE CHASE CV 12 00 02 2 000 061.000  

53 6254 STEEPLE CHASE CV 12 00 02 2 000 060.000

52 6250 STEEPLE CHASE CV 12 00 02 2 000 059.000

51 6255 STEEPLE CHASE CV 12 00 02 2 000 058.000 

50 6267 STEEPLE CHASE CV 12 00 02 2 000 057.000  

39 6334 STEEPLE CHASE TRL 12 00 02 2 000 046.000

Lot Number Address Parcel ID

19 6380 CAMBRIDGE RD 12 00 02 2 000 030.000

21 6390 CAMBRIDGE RD 12 00 02 2 000 032.000

16 6385 CAMBRIDGE RD 12 00 02 2 000 027.000

Lot Number Address Parcel ID

10 6409 CAMBRIDGE RD  12 00 02 2 000 021.000

8 6417 CAMBRIDGE RD  09 00 35 3 000 217.000

1 6330 STEEPLE CHASE LN  09 00 35 3 000 224.000

"Back Section" lots Owned by Valor with setback variance request - no 

adjoining property owners objected at the previous hearing

"Front Section" lots Owned by Valor - not part of the setback variaince 

"Front Section" lots Owned by Valor with setback variance request - no 

adjoining property owners objected at the previous hearing 

Steeplechase
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Valor Communities respectfully requests a setback variance for twelve lots it owns in the 
Steeplechase Subdivision in the City of Clay. Based on current zoning the lots are zoned R-M, 
Medium Density Single Family District. The setback for this district is 30 feet. Valor is requesting 
a reduction from 30 to 20 feet based on the current R-M setback requirements.  

Steeplechase was originally developed in 2006, with a limited number of homes constructed before 
development stalled during the Great Recession. No additional homes were built in this portion of 
the neighborhood until Valor acquired 41 remaining lots in 2020. Six of these lots are located off 
Cambridge Road (the “front section”) and 35 of the lots are in the remaining portion (“the back 
section”) of the subdivision where Valor completed and sold 26 homes with an average sales price 
of $463,000. Valor has 15 lots left to construct new homes on to complete the buildout.  

Due to the steep topography of the nine lots (39, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57) in the “back section” 
of the subdivision, setback variances are being requested. Additional setback variances are also 
requested for three lots (19, 21 and 16) in the “front section” of subdivision on Cambridge Road 
due to steep topography. 

Granting the variance would allow for construction on the remaining lots. New homes would 
continue to support current market values established by Valor and would primarily feature three-
story designs with basements. The reduced setback would also allow for improved backyard 
usability while still accommodating standard parking, including two vehicles in the driveway and 
additional parking within garages. 

During the previous setback request hearing, Valor Communities listened to the concerns of the 
adjoining property owners off Cambridge Road. In this application, we’ve omitted the variance 
request for three lots (1, 8, and 10) in the “front section” that front Cambridge Road and adjoin 
homes where the property owners voice objections to the variance. 

A plat identifying the subject lots is attached for your review. 
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